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towns and parishes, to allow collections to be made
for the poor in other towns or parishes. If divisions
had been the unit, this clause could scarcely have
failed to make the fact clear, and it certainly does not.
That parish chargeability was not destroyed as a
matter of fact is shown by the act of 1575-6 (18
Eliz,, c. 3), which complains that bastards "are now
left to be kept at the charges of the parish where
they be born, to the great burden of the same parish,
r.nd in defrauding of the relief of the impotent and
aged true poor of the same parish," and therefore
empowers the justices to take measures not only for
the punishment of the parents, but also "for the
better relief of every such parish, in part or in all."

It is curious that, though systematic taxation is
apparently introduced by the act of 1572, and an
appeal to the general sessions of the peace against the
amount is provided for, the idea of voluntary alms is
not altogether abandoned. Instead of simply saying
that if the taxpayer will not pay the amount at which
he is assessed, distress will be levied on his goods, it
says, " If any person or persons being able to further
this charitable work, will obstinately refuse to give
towards the help and relief of the said poor people,
or do wilfully discourage others from so charitable a
deed, the said obstinate person or wilful discourager
shall presently be brought before two justices of the
peace (whereof one to be of the quorum) of the same
county, to shew the cause of his obstinate refusal or
wilful discouragement, and to abide such order there
as the said justices shall appoint: if he refuse so to
do, then to be committed to the next gaol, . . . there
to remain until he be contented with their said order,